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to statutory enactments. Article 81 stated, however, that "the
Courts of Justice shall not have the right to challenge the validity
of Statutes legally promulgated"—which meant the supremacy
of the Seym over the judicial departments of the Government.
As against that, judicial decisions could not be changed by the
Seym or by the Executive. The President appointed the judges,
except where the law provided otherwise. In the administration
of justice, as in other matters, Poland was conditioned by her
past; in 1921 and afterwards the separate legal systems in force
during the partitions still prevailed.
In 1919 the Seym had set up a Codification Commission to
draft uniform rules for the organization of justice, under the chair-
manship of Professor Fierich of Cracow University, a distinguished
juristic authority. The Commission comprised two divisions,
one dealing with the Civil Law and the other with Penal Law,
but the work was difficult and necessarily took a long time,
especially as the Commission set before itself the task not only
of unifying Polish law, but also of finding a synthesis between
the right of free citizenship as posed by the French Revolution
and the extreme Socialization posed by the legislation of some
post-War States.
Chapter V of the Constitution dealt with the rights and duties
of Polish citizens. Full protection of life, freedom and property
was guaranteed in Poland to all her inhabitants, without distinction
of origin, nationality, language, race or religion; aliens, on condition
of reciprocity, had the same rights as Poles and the same duties,
except where the law required Polish nationality. No privileges
of birth, class, heraldry and aristocratic or other titles, except
scientific distinctions and official and professional titles, were
to be recognized. Freedom of religion, conscience, of the Press,
of petition and of association were guaranteed. Article 109
provided that every citizen had the right to retain his nationality
and to cultivate his language and national customs. Special
legislation was to safeguard for minorities the full and unrestricted
development of their national life through autonomous, legally
recognized public institutions within the general unions of local
government*

